THE   COUP   D'ETAT

When this telephone conversation with Dr. Negrin was
finished, I called General Miaja, telling him to come to
Madrid to be President of the Council, since he was
Commander-in-Chief of our forces on Land, Sea and Air.
(The refusal of Sefior Besteiro and my determination to
avoid being given the title of Dictator, were reasons which
made me do as I did. Did it do some harm? I am sure
that it did not. I don't think that General Miaja was any
obstacle to any action of the Council.) The General told
me that early on the morning of the 5th he would be in
Madrid to take up the position of President so that the
National Council of Defence would be constituted as
follows:

President                General Miaja     (No Political Party)

Councillor for         Colonel Casado   (No Political Party)

National Defence

Councillor of State Besteiro              (No Political Party)

Home Secretary      W. Carrillo         (Socialist Party)

Exchequer              Gonzalez Marin  (C.N.T.)

Councillor for         M. San Andres    (Republican Left

Justice                                                             Wing)

Councillor for         J. del Rio            (RepublicanUnion)

Education
Councillor for         E. Val                (C.N.T.)

Communications
Councillor for         A. Perez             (U.G.T.)

Labour